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Picemakers Sewing Circle and their  

beautiful quilts! 

Quilt Blessing will be Sunday, May 14. 
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364 E. Water Street 
Galesburg, Illinois 

309-343-3176 

 
Sunday Worship at              
9:30 am 
 
Office hours:  
 Monday- Friday 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
 

Email:  

Info@ 

galesburgfirstlutheran.org  

 

Website:                                           
galesburgfirstlutheran.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIBE to instant 
FLC News!                    

Email communications@ 
galesburgfirstlutheran.org  
or call the church office to 
sign up for email                     
notifications. 

 

Let us know how to            
connect with you! 

Please inform the church 
office of any changes in 
contact information, such 
as: email, phone number, 
address. This will be             
helpful for FLC to stay             
current with you. 

 

 

 

 @GalesburgFirst                    

   LutheranChurch  

 

Online Sunday Service: 

                        

https://bit.ly/FLCGB  

Thank you, Christina        

Pedigo, Sarah Davis &  

Sam Carrington for your                    

videography & Vince             

Marolla for video edits. 

 

Please support the 

ministries of FLC! 

You may use the 

QR Code to give 

digitally. 

STAFF 

Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Pamela Marolla 

Email: pastorpam@galesburgfirstlutheran.org 

 

Office Manager/Communications Coordinator:  

Izzy Garcia Mon thru Fri: 9am to 4pm   
                (lunch 1-1:30pm) 

Email: info@galesburgfirstlutheran.org  

 Communications@galesburgfirstlutheran.org 

 

Director of Music Ministries: Bob Fornander 

Email: music@galesburgfirstlutheran.org 

Organist/Pianist:  Amber Clark 

Building & Grounds Steward: Dan Randell                

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2023      

     Bob Clark, President 

Dave Johnson, Vice President 

Rhonda Sturgeon, Secretary 

Christina King, Treasurer 

 

John Allison 

Myrna Andersen 

Greg Bacon 

Phil Chadderdon 

Rose Chadderdon 

Sarah Davis        

Dominic Michael     

Pastor Pam Marolla      



 3 Dear partners in the Gospel, 

It was summertime 11 years ago when First Lutheran Church and I started                           

interviewing each other as potential ministry partners. There was just one thing 

I was looking for. I wanted to serve a congregation that took Matthew 25 (vss. 

31-46) seriously.  At FLC, I found that, and so much more! 

Just a few months ago, as I was beginning to wrap up my transitional role as 

Bishop’s Assistant, Bishop Stacie Fidlar asked me what was most life-giving for 

me in ministry. I didn’t have to pause to think. The answer is still Matthew 25. 

When Jesus returns in glory to sit in judgment, according to Matthew, the judg-

ment will not be about whether we got theological details right, or whether we 

said the right prayers, or even whether we had enough faith. It will be about 

how we treated “the least” among our neighbors,  

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom  

prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 

gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw 

you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ But the                

harshest of Jesus’ judgments will be reserved for those who do not. See verses 41-46. 

Through an Outreach grant from the Northern IL Synod, I am spending some time over the next few 

months, exploring what even more intentional “seeing Jesus in the least of these” in our community 

might look like.  For me, this will involve lots of conversations, especially with those who serve “the least 

of these” in other community organizations. I would love to hear your thoughts!  Here is the official                 

description from the Northern IL Synod 

Rev. Dr. Marolla’s role is evolving to an innovative program called the Matthew 25 Initiative. The 

Matthew 25 initiative supports congregational investment in their community, bringing together 

community leaders to work for the common good. Rev. Dr. Pam Marolla and First, Galesburg are 

leaders in this initiative and will create a model other congregations can use. 

As a part of my own exploration of Matthew 25 ministries, I will be leading a Discipleship class after          

worship in May, in which the foundation is Matthew 25, and other key texts on what it is to be a              

follower of Jesus.  This class will be LIVE AND IN PERSON following worship.  Whether you are a                

relatively new member, or new to Christianity, or whether you are already a life-time follower of              

Jesus, there will be something in these conversations for you! Can you commit to four hours over the 

span of a month to our calling as Christians?  Please do! 

Discipleship Today – Adult Faith Formation 

This adult class is for anyone looking for more meaning, purpose, and joy through the call to             

Christian discipleship in daily life.  

May 7 - Who am I? Why am I Here? 

May 14 - I Belong 

May 21 - I am Gifted for Service 

May 28 - I am Called to Change the World  CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE. . . 

Message 



 4 
Nourishing Vocation Program 

A few months ago, the congregation council at First Lutheran started talking about doing a five-year 
plan. You may remember me talking about buying a five-year planner back in 2020. That didn’t see 
much use because the pandemic threw all sorts of plans out the window.  No one can predict the  
future. But we can be intentional. So, as we think about a five-year plan, the first step is to under-
stand ourselves and our  purpose today, in this time and place. As we started exploring partner       
organizations who could help us do this, we realized that there is a resource that our Synod has        
already been using, that would be a great fit! It is called the Nourishing Vocation Program. 

The Nourishing Vocation Project is a four-phase experience that invites individual participants 
and whole congregations to deepen their understanding of God’s call upon their life and work 
so that they might more intentionally live life on purpose and engage in ministry on purpose 
for the common good. It is a project of the Thriving Congregations Initiative of Lilly                    
Endowment, Inc., through the Lutheran Center for Faith, Values, and Community at St. Olaf 
College. As one of our participating pastors has said, “this is not just another strategy pulled 
from the secular world, or a list of necessary tasks to complete, or a ’10-step program for 
growth.’ It is entirely rooted in a Spiritual practice returning us to the core of what discernment 
truly is.” 

We live in unprecedented times. We have experienced unparalleled changes to the ways that 
we live, work, and experience community. We have been deeply affected by both personal 
and collective trauma, and we face critical questions that are defining not only for this present 
time but for what it means to be the church now and into the future. 

Vocation comes from the Latin word vocare, which means“to call.” To embrace vocation is to                      
recognize that what one does in life is not merely by one’s personal choice or for one’s personal              
fulfillment or gain. Instead, God calls people to be a part of God’s purposes in this world for the 
sake of the common good. Leaning into the call of God in all areas of life is to live attentive to 
vocation. 

❱ VOCATION IS MUCH MORE THAN THE JOB THAT ONE HAS OR THE WORK THAT ONE DOES 

 Vocation is the belief that all human beings are called by God, not out of but into the world, 
with all of its beauty and all of its sorrow, all of its joy and all of its suffering, all of its glad-
ness and all of its sadness. 

 Vocation means understanding daily life and work as ongoing opportunities where the call 
of God is heard for service to the community and the whole creation. 

 Vocation means listening for the call of God in a specific place at a specific time, deeply 
engaging where one is with all that who one is, for the sake of the greater good. 

 Vocation is the belief that all human beings are called by God — especially where there is 
need, oppression, or suffering — to love and serve the neighbor. 

First Lutheran Church has been accepted to participate in the Nourishing Vocation Program.  It will 
be one of a handful (up to 10) congregations beginning this journey at the end of the summer. I hope 
you will each take part as you are able. Certainly, keep the ministries and God’s visions for First             
Lutheran in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Pam 
Message 
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The Northern Illinois Synod is excited to announce that our Rock Island office will be 

relocating to 1330 13th St Moline, IL 61625. We will be sharing space with the congregation of 
Trinity Lutheran Church.    

This move comes with gratitude for the hospitality that Augustana College has shown through-
out our tenure of having office space on their historic campus.  “Our partnership with                      
Augustana has been a tremendous gift to the Northern Illinois Synod. We have been rooted 
together in the Augustana tradition, and the college has been a vital partner in our ministry,” 
remarks Bishop Stacie Fidlar.   

Having a new office will not change the way in which the synod functions. Most of our staff will 
continue to work remotely; Bishop Fidlar and Rev. Josh Ebener, our Director for Evangelical 
Mission, will have office space at Trinity. As part of our call to be good stewards of our              
creation and time, meetings will continue to be conducted online and in hybrid formats,                   
allowing us to gather across the Northern Illinois Synod together.    

 

READ THE FULL STORY AT NISYNOD.ORG 

For questions please contact Rev. Mack Patrick, Assistant to the Bishop for Communications 
at niscommunications@nisynod.org  

NIS News 

mailto:niscommunications@nisynod.org
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2023 SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
The Northern Illinois Synod Assembly will be held 

June 16-17, 2023 at Augustana College in Rock 

Island. Assembly will begin mid-morning on 

Friday, June 16th, and end by noon on Saturday, 

June 17th. 

We are gathering around the theme "Be the Body." 

Through our plenaries, breakouts, and ministry 

fair, we will continue the work we began at CRE as 

we rediscover who we are called to be as the Body 

of Christ. 

Registration is now open through May 15! 

Voting members and visitors can register here: https://nisynod.org/pages/2023-synod-assembly 

For more information, including a schedule, visit our website at nisynod.org/assembly or If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Julie Monnard.  

Those interested in singing in the Assembly Choir may indicate that on their registration form. 

For those staying in the dorms and would like to stay additional nights, please see the registration 

form on the housing page. 

NISynod.org 



 7 Monthly Highlighted Ministries of First Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Piecemakers Sewing Circle Quilters 

Tuesday morning people who minister by sewing quilts for local and Lutheran World Relief distribu-

tion. This group meets from September through May. You may contact Chris Johnson for more infor-

mation. 

Gardeners 

People who minister by caring for plants and flowers helping beautify our church grounds. If you 

would like to help, please contact the church office. 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

• Flowers on the Altar 

First Lutheran church has a tradition of having flowers on the altar when members 

and friends would like to honor or memorialize an event or loved one.  Check the 

chart in the office for available dates if you would like to provide flowers.           

You would be responsible for providing the flowers, either from your own garden, or 

a local florist. 

——————————————————————————————————— 

 

Luther's Small Catechism has been recreated as a web app that is now available for access. View 

Luther’s explanations in the Small Catechism, along with other catechetical helps and prayers in this 

new progressive web app specifically designed for mobile devices, tablets, and computers. NRSV 

and Evangelical Lutheran Worship texts are used for the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s Prayer, 

and Apostles’ Creed. You can access the app at the following website:                                                    

https://catechism.augsburgfortress.org/ 

https://emails.1517.media/e3t/Ctc/T8+113/czyfL04/VVpXm61lm_t3W8f6N1g7gnVPXW7qxXbD4YpDC7KqQG3q3nJV1-WJV7CgTzbW9lcpxk5XlCRYW6vn0WC8CZ2WgW8T9yJt30djZRW8zD7Cp1QH_6DW5z_Qq81YpKzYW37Vf6P2K2l4GW9fw0QV3x3fLzW7NX8SP3YQyTgW2yrrzC2FCJc8W34KxZn6CDCkDW7rzzb61gd_-YW6WXXZN2
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• Hospitality 

Hospitality is a mark of vitality. Congregational hospitality is not just about inviting people to come to 

church, though invitation and hospitality do go hand in hand. Many of us are here because someone 

invited us. Hospitality is about meeting people where they are. The story of the Good Samaritan is a 

classic story of hospitality. An individual was in dire need, and a stranger met that need. Jesus lifted 

that stranger up as a model for us all in “loving your neighbor.” Food pantry and worship are prime 

opportunities for hospitality. Ushering is a primary ministry of hospitality on Sunday mornings-

consider helping with a friend, please. This would be an occasional commitment, as teams rotate 

each month. You may contact Usher Coordinators, Dave Johnson, Judy Taylor, or Pastor Pam.  

We share our facilities with numerous other groups like Nova Singers, Galesburg Community        

Chorus, Augustana College Choir, MLK Breakfast, Habitat, Knox College Brass ensembles,            

Galesburg Community Band, and more. ~Pastor Pam 

 

Upcoming Concerts and Events 

Buchanan Community Chorus | Spring Concert 

 Friday, May 19, 7:00 p.m., First Lutheran Church, Galesburg 

 

Knox County Retired Teachers Association 

 9:30 am:  May 15 | June 19 | September 18 | December 4 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

 

• God’s Work, Our Hands Shirts Available for Purchase 

Here’s what we have in our inventory as of print: 

 

  Small Medium Large  

$5                  

YELLOW 

Adult 

Youth 

1 

1 

  

1 

$5 Previous 

Blue 

Adult 

Youth 

2 

4 

1  

2 

$9.25 New 

Blue  

Adult 2 2  
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• Homebound & Facility Members 

We want our facility bound members to know that they 
are still connected to First Lutheran and so we are    
asking you to remember them with cards and phone 
calls. 

This list is what we know of in the church office.  If there 
are others that you know of that we may have missed, please contact Pastor Pam 
or the office. If you would like to contact home bound members and need                
addresses, please contact the church office. 
 

Allure of Lake Storey (formerly Rosewood) 1250 W Carl Sandburg Dr., 

Galesburg 

David Nestander 

 

Knox County Nursing Home,  800 N. Market Street, Knoxville, 61448 

Georgia Landers, Marilyn Olson 

 

Seminary Manor,  2345 N Seminary St, Galesburg 

Audrey Dahleen, Room 211 

 

Homebound: 

Maureen Huels 

Ron Swanson 

Bonnie Fullerton and son, Jack Fullerton 

 

 

• Pastoral Communications 

We would like to keep in touch with those members who are hospitalized, in nursing homes or home 

bound.   

We appreciate knowing when members are in the hospital, and would appreciate knowing when 

members are released from hospitals. For privacy requirements, hospitals do NOT contact the 

church or pastor unless requested.  

If you would like Pastor Pam to contact a loved one (or yourself), please inform the church 

office or reach out to her directly. 
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A big Thank You to all the people who help with our food 

pantry!  Our wonderful volunteers shop for food, drive to Midwest 
Food Bank in Peoria to get food, unload the food from the van,  
repack and put away the food.  They also bag the food for 
Wednesday and Thursday pantry distributions, take the food to our guests' vehicles, and check the 
people in.  It takes a congregation to make this mission work and all of the folks who help out are 
truly blessings! 
 
 

FOOD PANTRY NOTE: 

The food pantry thanks everyone for the donations of plastic  grocery bags. We’ve discovered that 

Target & Menards bags are the ones that work best for packing food. We’d love to keep getting      

Target and Menard’s bags, but please recycle the bags from other places. Your generosity was 

overwhelming.  

 
 
 
 
On the back of our blue “God’s Work, Our Hands” shirts is a quote from Matthew 
25 that reads in part, “For I was hungry and you gave me food.” All year long our 
church seeks to follow Christ’s command with our food pantry. As the virus numbers 
grow we’ve seen people lose their source of income so they need food assistance. 
At the food pantry distributions we’ve watched the number of people who come rise 
also. 
 
 
If you'd like to volunteer we would appreciate your help. Our evening Wednesday food pantry       
distribution is from 5:30 – 6:30 on the third Wednesday of each month.  Our Thursday distributions 
are from 1-2pm on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month.   
 

We are always in need of people to help unload the van after our trips to Midwest Food Bank.  If you 
are able to help out with any of these things and would like to be part of this mission please call: the 
church office, Kelly Cheesman, or Judy Taylor. Our church has a very special mission to feed 
souls and bodies of those in need.  We share Christ's love by sharing our time, talents, and food.  
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Food Pantry serves: 

2nd & 4th Thursdays from 1:00-2:00 pm.  

3rd Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 pm.  

 

Midwest Food Bank Help  

On May 9 around 2:00 pm we would                       

appreciate help unloading items from the  

church van that has been brought back from 

Midwest Food Bank in Peoria.  

If you can help, just meet by the church 

kitchen around 2:00pm.  It won’t take long. 

 

 

Our partnership with MWFB: 

We receive free food from MWFB several times 

a month. Members drive the church van to         

Peoria and MWFB loads the van with foods           

our members choose from.  

 

• Lenten in-kind Offerings-THANK YOU: 

Thank you to all who donated items/supplies 

that are “ineligible/inaccessible” for SNAP 

purchases during the Lenten Season! 

 

• FLC Food Pantry 

Thanks to the generosity of this                            

congregation, we were able to serve 107 

Families (323 people) in April! 

We are always grateful for nonperishable 

food or monetary donations. 

Additional Resource Ministries: 

ELCA World Hunger - ELCA.org/hunger 

Lutheran Disaster Response—ELCA.org/

disaster 

Bread for the World - bread.org 

Lutheran World Relief - lwr.org 

 

Local Food Resources: 

River Bend has a new distribution center in 

Galesburg. Unlike MWFB, the food that                

partnering organizations receive is NOT free.  

They share a space with FISH, another local 

food pantry (Open Mon-Fri, 10 am to 3 pm) at 

876 W. Main Street, Galesburg (Corner of               

Henderson & Main Streets).  

FLC & FISH compliment the ministries with 

each other.  

 

• Thank you to the Galesburg Rescue               

Mission 

FLC thanks the GRM for their generous  

donation of 10 hams for our Food Pantry 

Easter Food Baskets.  
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8th Gwen Perrin 

10th Sandra Anderson 

12th Megan Brackett 

14th Jerry Albright 

14th Tamara Diefendorf 

19th Brian Anderson 

20th Sammy Diefendorf 

20th Sherri Anderson 

26th  Anders Nelson 

26th  Robert Richardson 

29th Kimberly Brackett 

29th Susan Nelson 

30th Scarlett Rodriguez 

 

 Special Occasions - Have a special date                    

you’d like to share? (Birthday, anniversary, etc.), 

please contact the church office. We’d like to                   

celebrate you! 

 

• Did You Know. . . 

After a recent survey we learned that our church 

building has 63 steam traps (radiators)! 

Meetings in May                               

 Staff Meeting | Thurs. @ 12 noon 

 Piecemakers Sewing Circle | Tuesdays 

@ 9:00 am 

 Faith Formation  

 Wednesday Bible Study (Adult) 

on Zoom @ 10:30. Contact           

Pastor Pam if interested. 

 Discipleship Today - This adult 

class is for anyone looking for more 

meaning, purpose, and joy through 

the call to Christian discipleship in 

daily life. (Pg. 3) 

 Worship & Music | Even Months  

 Outreach/Social | May 2 @ 4:00 pm 

 Building & Grounds | May 2 @ 5:30 pm 

 Finance  | May 4 @ 5:30 pm 

 Executive | May 9 @ 6:30 pm 

 Council | May 9 @ 7:00 pm 

 Faith Formation | May 16 @ 4 pm 

 

There will be ONE newsletter for June/July. 

Please submit any July announcements to 

the church by MAY 25TH. 

Please notify the office of date changes to 

update the calendars. Thank you. 

 

• Church Office Closed - Memorial Day 

In observance of the holiday, 

the FLC Office will be closed 

on Monday, May 29. 
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May Worship Schedule      

May 7                                          

8:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 am  Communion Service                 

10:30 am Discipleship Class -               

  Who am I? Why am I Here? 

 

May 14  Blessing of the Quilts                                          

8:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 am  Communion Service                 

10:30 am Discipleship Class -                 

  I Belong 

 

May 21  

8:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 am  Communion Service 

10:30 am  Discipleship Class -  

  I am Gifted for Service 

 

May 28   

8:30 am  Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 am  Communion Service 

10:30 am Discipleship Class -                            

I am Called to Change the World 

 

There will be no Kid Connection in May. Be sure to 

follow the Private Kid Connection Facebook Group! 

Contact Rhonda Sturgeon or Pastor Pam for info. 

 

 

May Altar Care    

  Marge McMullin 
  Geraldine Kelley 
  Judy Taylor 
   
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

May Worship Assistants          

 Lectors/ Assisting Ministers    

   May 7        Phil Chadderdon 

   May 14      Carole Buebe 

   May 21      Myrna Andersen 

   May 28      Steve Cheesman 

       

        
         

            May Ushers 
 

           Phil Chadderdon (Captain) 

           Dominic Michael 

            

            

           Dave Johnson  (Early Bird) 

 

 Our weekly ministry of Hospitality 

First Lutheran is looking for willing participants to 

join the Usher team on Sunday mornings! This 

would be an occasional commitment, as teams 

rotate each month.       

To learn more and/or to be added onto the list, 

please contact Usher Coordinators, Dave               

Johnson, Judy Taylor or Pastor Pam. 

We have had numerous guests and first time  

worshipers at First Lutheran in past weeks and 

months. Can you imagine coming to this giant 

building with all its many doors and entries, and 

not have someone to greet you at the door, hand 

you a worship bulletin, and show you to seating 

and other amenities?  Please take a turn at this 

important ministry of hospitality. 

             

Communion Duties 
 

 May 7      Dave Johnson,                                 
             Rose Chadderdon 

  May 14    Bob Clark, Rhonda Sturgeon 

  May 21    Dave Johnson, John Allison 

 May 28    Myrna Andersen, Bob Clark       

 

Worship 
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